Installation

Kappa Alpha Theta Takes
Charleston by Storm

f appa Alpha Theta talked of
K taking Charleston by storm,
meae DUt NO one thought that

Mother Nature would take us liter-
ally! Colonization activities were
scheduled for September 24 - 27,
1989. Hurricane Hugo struck on
September 21. The city of Charles-
ton was devastated; Theta would
have to wait. So while South Caro-
lina was putting the pieces back to-
gether, Theta planned for a January
colonization at the College of
- Charleston. ,

January arrived peacefully, with
no natural disasters. On the 24th,
Zeta Lambda became Theta’s new-
est colony. The spotlight that eve-
ning was not focused on the
colonization team (Grand Vice-Pres-
ident Development Sue Blair-Sheets,
Grand Vice-President Alumnae Jane
Hedges, Director of Colonizations
and Installations Marilyn Lynch,
College Regional Director Carol
McPadden, Director of Rush Devel-
opment Anne Payne, Alumnae
District President Gaye Brown, Di-
rector of Chapter Services Betsy
Sierk, Editor Sue Supple and Chap-
ter Consultants Katie Bax and
LynnAnn Baldwin), but instead on
the 95 young women gathered in the
ballroom of the Student Center.
These women were strangers for the
most part, about to begin sharing a
hond called Kavpa Alpha Theta.

From left, Laura Jennings, Michefle Lilly,
Kelsy Smith, Non Anderson and Megan
McKee are all smiles as they participate in
Zeta Lambda's installation.
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Laura Jennings, left, Zeta Lambda corresponding secrefary, ana micngiie Ly, 1usi wiwn-
man, share ideas in preparation for next year's rush. The Zeta Lambda Thetas' innovative
ideas have already made them a positive force on the Charleston campus.

But at that point the only thing any-
one thought they had in common
was wearing a little black and gold
pledge pin and learning songs about
kites. As the next two months un-
folded, things became a bit more
serious as each woman began to re-
alize the challenge she had under-
taken.

The first step was to elect officers
and start planning service, scholar-
ship and educational programs.
Through all of these programs, the
secret to what Theta is about began
to unravel little by little. One impor-
tant ideal of Theta is to recognize a
person’s individuality, encourage it
and watch it grow. Zeta Lambda
Chapter has exemplified that in ev-
ery way by supporting each other’s
ideas and programs, including par-
ticipation in Special Olympics, the
March of Dimes “Walk America,”
the People Against Rape march
“Take Back the Night,” and the Col-
lege’s Homecoming, Greek Day and
Songfest. The social agenda has in-
cluded functions with many of the
other Greek organizations on cam-
pus. The enthusiasm was over-
whelming.

The Zeta Lambda Chapter does
not consist of passive women who
are willing to sit and let others do
the work. These women are filled
with innovative ideas and high-
aiming goals for the future. They are
ready to act and make their dreams
a reality. College of Charleston stu-
dents have complimented the The-
tas on their powerful presence and
the positive impression they con-
tinue to leave in their path.

Grand President Janet Peters and
the installation team led the initia-
tion and charter services on March
23 - 25, 1990. The installation team
consisted of Peters, Hedges, Brown,
Bax and Chapter Consultants Tracy
Bartels and Lynda Fairman, and
Central Office staff members, Kelley
Galbreath, Susan Kiley and Paige
Thompson,

With installation behind them,
Zeta Lambda is ready to work even
harder in future activities. The Fra-
ternity has a tradition of focusing
on the future, and Zeta Lambda in-
tends to make sure that it will play a
positive and active role in the future
of the College of Charleston as well
as in the Charleston community.
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