Installation

Zeta lota Helps
Bring NPC to
Washington and Lee

hen the first women students
‘/‘/ were admitted to Washington
and Lee University in Lex-
ington, Va. in 1985, plans for a so-
rority system were already in the
works.

Three years later, thanks to the
dedication of a group of W & L
women and support from the Uni-
versity, the original plans came to
fruition, as Kappa Alpha Theta,
Kappa Kappa Gamma and Chi
Omega were invited to colonize
chapters on campus.

According to Elizabeth Cummins,
a charter member of Zeta Iota
Chapter and one of W& L’s first
women students, the process of es-
tablishing a sorority system was not
an easy one. Cummins says that
from the beginning, the University
administration was willing to show
the same support for women’s
Greek groups that it had given
men’s fraternities, Various advisory
committees, made up of students
and faculty members, sponsored fo-
rums and programs to discuss the
possibility of a sorority system. Ac-
cording to Cummins, student sup-
port was not overwhelming, but it
was there. The decision was made
not to proceed with colonization
plans until at least 100 women ex-
pressed interest.

Cummins says plans came to a
standstill in the fall of 1988, how-
ever. “The administration was will-
ing to support a sorority system, but
the thrust had to come from the
women themselves,” she says.

Grand President
Janet Paine Peters
speaks at the installa-
tion banqguet and ac-
knowledges the Zeta
lota charter, signed
by the charter
members.
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Members of the installation team join the newly-initiated charter members of Zeta lota on

the steps of Washingtan and Lee University.

Cummins and two other women
began circulating petitions among
the three classes of women at W &
L to determine interest in national
sororities. “We combined the lists
and had 90 signatures!” says Cum-
mins. “In April, 1988, I wrote a let-
ter to one of the deans of students
telling him of the signatures. On
behalf of the W & L women, I for-
mally requested that the coloniza-
tion process continue and that a
committee be formed to review and
select those sororities that would be
invited to make campus presenta-
tions the following school year.”

After a series of seminars during
the fall of 1988, a survey revealed
that 116 women favored immediate
colonization. The three groups were
selected in January. Nearly 300
women registered for January rush,
and 259 were pledged by the three
groups.

Cummins says pledgeship was an
exciting time for the new colony
members. “With elections in Febru-
ary, the officers assumed more re-
sponsibility in conducting the
weekly meetings and planning activ-
ities for the colony,” she says. “We
were all looking forward to the first
weekend in May when we would be-
come a Theta chapter!”

Grand President Janet Peters and
the installation team led the initia-
tion and charter services May 5-7,
1989, assisted by the women of Ep-
silon Omicron/Randolph-Macon.
The installation team included

Peters, Grand Vice President Devel-
opment Sue Blair-Sheets, Music Di-
rector Joyce Anne Vitelli, Alumnae
District President Anna Lemert,
Zeta Iota Advisory Board member
Fran Sales, Chapter Consultants
Lynda Fairman and LynnAnn Bal-
dwin and Central Office staff mem-
bers Kelley Galbreath, Sandy Luce
and Paige Thompson.

Friday evening’s Loyalty Service
began the weekend events, followed
by a reception, where Zeta Iota
President Bitsy Hopper opened gifts
to the chapter. Colony members
were initiated in Sigma Nu Frater-
nity’s Education and Conference
Center on Saturday, with two Theta
mothers present to share their
daughters’ initiation.

Sunday morning opened with the
charter service conducted by Peters,
followed by a model chapter meet-
ing and installation of officers. Zeta
Iota’s graduating seniors were wel-
comed to alumnae status with the
senior service on Sunday afternoon.

Cummins, a W & L senjor when
she pledged, says, “I feel so fortu-
nate that I was able to be a member
of Zeta Iota—even if only for a
short time. Theta has been a won-
derful outlet for me. In addition to
getting to know my sisters and plan-
ning fun activities and events, I be-
lieve that what Theta represents and
its ideals are what make it truly
unique!”







