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An architect’s sketch of one of the twenty
major buildings being constructed on the

new Fresno Stale College site.




Hetition

We, the undersigned members of Alpha Theta Sorority at Fresun, Galifornia,
respertfully petition for the establishment of a chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta at Fregun
State Aollege and for the grautiug of a rharter for such active chapter to the under-
aigued petitioners.
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RESNO State College is located in the geographical center of California’s vast San
Joaquin Valley. This area has come to be recognized as the richest agricultural area in the nation,
with the attendant growth in population, industry, and educational opportunity which accompany
such a position. The college draws the bulk of its student population from the area immediately
surrounding Fresno, a city of some one-hundred thousand persons. The majority of the people are
engaged in business or industry related to the production of the great crops of the valley . . . the
grapes, the cotton, the beef, the vegetables and all the other products which represent an annual
billion dollars in gross farm income.

Farming in the San Joaquin Valley is not the simple rural occupation of a generation ago; it
is a dramatic thriving industry, capable of sustaining the economic and cultural life of many com-
munities, most particularly the one in which Fresno State College makes its educational contribution.

Fresno lies between two imposing mountain ranges, the snow capped Sierra Nevadas tower-
ing fourteen thousand feet on the east, and the Coast Range bordering the fertile west side of the
valley, An hour’s drive from the college campus brings Fresnans within reach of hunting and fish-
ing in mountain streams and lakes, sailing and waterskiing. An hour or more away are the superb
ski slopes of Yosemite National Park, or the trails beneath giant Sequoia redwoods, or to the white
sands of Pacific beaches.

Just as water has transformed once arid acres into rich and productive farm lands, so has it
made Fresno a tree shaded city of gardens, many of them noteworthy examples of modern trends
in landscape architecture. Relatively mild winters permit the year round cultivation of many trop-
ical blooms as.well as the camellias, azaleas, flowering irees and shrubs and brilliant summer
annvals which moke up the planting around every type of residence.

The college is closely integrated with the cul-
tural life of the city. Its symphony orchestra counts
Fresno musicians and music lovers among its mem-
bership and its audiences. A well established concert
series, now nearing its fiftieth year of performances
brings artists of note before capacity audiences each
winter. An active Art League hopes to realize the
dream of a Fine Arts Center to house its showings of
local artists as well as those of international repute.

Fresno, California, is the center of the nation’s
fastest growing state and richest valley with a
boundless future.

GATEWAY 1O RESORT AREAS
{Yosemite, Kings Canyon, Sequoia)

RAISIN CENTER OF THE WORLD

OYER 1,000,000 PEOPLE IN 5 CENTRAL COUNTIES
150,000 POPULATION {Metropelitan Area}

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION YALUED AT $1,000,000,000
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jRESNO State College has been serving as an educational center for the San Joaquin
Valley since 1910, when the first junior college in California was established in Fresno. The follow-
ing year, a state normal school was established in Fresno. These two institutions, one providing
general and vocational training, the other preparing for teaching, were directed by a single admin-
istration. As they grew, they were temporarily separated, but in 1921, with the expansion of the
courses for teachers to four years with authority to grant the AB degree, the two kinds of college
service were again united at Fresno State Teacher's College. In 1935 the official name was changed
to' Fresno State College, with authority to carry on various lines of college work leading to the AB
degree. The Master of Arts degree and General Secondary teaching credential have been given
since 1949. A Bachelor of Science Degree is also given in Agriculture, Agricultural Engineering, En-
gineering, Chemistry, Physics, and Biology.

Fresno State College was accredited in 1940 by the Association of American Universities, and
is in full standing with the American Association of University Women. Students who transfer to other
institutions receive full credit for courses satisfactorily completed.

The present college campus is located about two miles from the central business district of
Fresno, in an area too congested to allow the expansion necessary to meet the needs of a student
enrollment that this year reached the 3,000 mark. Completion of buildings on the new 880 acre
college site, seven miles north of the city, will enable Fresno State College to provide for on ex-
pecied enrollment of 5,000, and to keep pace with growth of the entire region it serves.

In addition to maintaining courses for the preparation of teachers for public schools of Cali-
fornia, the State College at Fresno is in a position to meet the needs of the young people of the
San Joaquin Valley for higher education. With a population of more than half a million, centering
around Fresno, and located nearly two hundred miles from any other institution of higher learning,
the college has had most favorable conditions for its development. Fresno State College is the sixth
largest college in enrollment in California.

There are on campus fifteen honor societies representing various fields of special interest; thirty-
five clubs based vpon educational, recreational, or religious interests, and seventeen social organiz-
ations. Membership and active participation in a reasonable number of appropriate organizations is
strongly encourged by the college as an excellent means of developing leadership, cooperation,
personality, and social judgment on the part of the students.

The new campus for the Fresno State College is par-
tially completed with the construction of the Men's Gym-
nasium, Thomas Administration Building, Demonstration
School and Industrial Arts Building. Now under construc-
tion is the Fire House, Power Plant and Water System,
Agricultural Mechanics Shops, Agricultural Department
Classroom Building, thirteen Farm Buildings for housing
the prize animals of the Agricultural College and the
Science Building to be constructed this spring. Approxi-
mately twenty-five major academic buildings of modern
design will be grouped around the college library, which
will be the focal point of the main campus. The estimated
cost of the entire project is between fifteen and twenty
million dollars. A complete transfer to the new site is
expected by 1955. long range architectural planning will
make it possible to develop the entire new campus and
its surroundings into a beautiful as well as functional edu-
cational institution.

A‘nafdl 5 &qaya!; Fre-did’enf_



Alpha
Thcta
meméerd

JOYCE BARCLAY PEGGY BARKER PHYLLIS BENDER BARBARA BENNETT JOAN BURKLAND

MARILYN CARTER ANNE CARTWRIGHT JO ANN CLARK BARBARA CLARK ANITA CREGGER

DORIS DAHLGREN BEYERLY DANFELS JULIE DELLA-SANTA SHIRLEY FISCHER JANE GEOHEGAN



BETTE GRENNAMYRE BEYERLY HAND PAT HAGEMAN DOSETHEA HEINTZ SALLY JERGENSOM

DORIS KAIN BETTY KAUPKE MARLENE KENNEASTER RENEE LEROUX WANDA LISTER

PAT LQUDERBACK LOIS LUSK BARBARA MATTHEW SALLY' MACIAS JANET McGREW

PEGGY MOORE " SHIRLEY MOORE PATRICIA MYERS LORRAINE NIELSEN MARILYN PACKER




DENE ANN PARKER IMOGEMNE PRUITT ROSALIE REAYIS

ALICE RICHARDSON NANCY RISH PATRICIA ROYSTON YERTA RUBLE

MARILYN SCHEID BARBARA SORENSEN PAT SORRENT! LOIS ' STEVENS HARRIET STOREY

JEAN SWENSON FAYE TURNBAUGH JANET WALLACE MARGOT WELLS Mrs. Lehla Beatty



The Stardust Formal is our annual dance to which we invite
ather sorority members and prospective rushees.

A Whiskerino Contest is a main event
of Sadie Hawkin's Day and sorority
presidents do the honors of selecting
a winner. Faye Turnbaugh is about
to decide.

Jan McGrew is the spark of
our pep team.

|
i Exchanges
' are
always

fun,

3/18 ocia/ ﬂaur

Three of last Spring’s pledges show you animals they mad.
for the Valley Children's Hospital. This was their pledg:
project.

The line of AQ’s that won the gold trophy in last
fall's Second Annual Greek Sing.

Queen Marilyn leads the procession in the grand
march just after she received the coveted title.
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Mititary Ball Gueen 1952
Candidate for
Maid of Cotton {Califarnia)
Attendant to Kappa Sigma
Snaw Queen 1952

c'[J 0id o[’ udé

SAE Sweethear! 1950
Attendant o the 1952 and
the 1953 Campus Queen

Alpha Theta
President

urta /Q uéf;

Attendant to
the 1953 Campus Gueen
Student Body Secretary

Sa / tﬁ} maciaj

Duchess af the Masque Ball
Active in Universify Street Playhouse
Productions

Mcu'if n pacéer ) '

1952 Campus Queen
Armistice Day Queen 1952
Theta Chi Dream Girl 1950

Queen of the West Caast Relays 1952

3HE Queen's Ball is the social event of the seasan, sponsored by the AWS. Sororities and campus orga-
hizations select candidates from their organizations and five finalists are elected by popular vote of the stydant .
body. A group of impartia} judges selects the queen after which a formal ball is staged for the queen and her
attendants early in December. In 1935, the first woman to be chosen for outstanding poise, personality and beauty
Was an Alpha Theta, Nona Kenneaster Mattei. Of the seventeen sorerity women in eighteen years holding this
Position of esteem, we are proud that six have been Aipha Theta women and 'rha’r eighteen of our group have been
affendants to the Queen.
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Organizafiond On Camloud
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The first and only woman Student Body President elected at Fresno State College was Virginia
Sager Jansen, an Alpha Theta. She directed the student body during 1943-44, with capable hands
and since that time, the men have again assumed this honored position.

Alpha Theta has had twenty Student Body Secretaries in thirty-one years of student govern-
ment at FSC. The secretary is elected by popular vote at the regular election heild each spring.

Of the twenty-odd class offices held throughout the year, Alpha Thetas have averaged four
appointments each year. These offices range from Senior Class President to Freshman Class Treas-
urer.

_/%dociafec{ men &uc[enlfd C ..

AWS has been serving FSC for thirty-one years. The President now leads over one-thousand
women students at weekly meetings. Voting members include one representative from each campus
organization with women students in its membership. Other AWS activities throughout the year
are: the Queen’s Tea, Queen’s Ball, Spring Formal, and a dinner honoring the newly elected AWS
president. AWS also sponsors a Foreign Exchange Student.

Elected by popular vote of the women students, Alpha Theta has had nineteen AWS presi-
dents and thirteen vice-presidents. '

\S;Qorfd C

Leaders in the sports field have been Lehla Slocum Beatty and Nadine L. Nichols, Fresno County
and San Joaquin Vailey Women's Tennis Champions.

Our‘ On e : ﬂom)r Oﬁganizaﬁond ... jnéa,gm

In 1926, Tokalon, an upper division women's honorary

-/4 J O [ fraternity was organized. The aim of Tokalon is to foster the

n niy highest ideals of womanhood, scholarship, loyalty and service

to the school. Three Alpha Theta's were among the first sixteen

chosen for Tokalon membership and have had an average of

two members in the group each year since it was established.

During two consecutive years, seven of the sixteen were from
our group.

T Koy .. |

The Key is an honorary upper-division scholastic fraternity
sponsored by Phi Beta Kappa and has a limit of twenty mem-
bers. Alpha Theta has had twenty members in The Key through-
out the years. Members must achieve a 2.2 grade average
before being elected to membership. (Grade points at FSC are
figured on a 3.0 basis.)

In February 1952, the grade point average of the seven
Greek letter sororities on the FSC campus for the fall semester
was released by Evelyn H. Wright, FSC Dean of Women. Alpha
Theta led the group with a 1.83 average, well above the 1.61
recorded for all sororities combined and the 1.60 average
which represented cill women students.

ohE,

Virginia Sager Jansen, the only woman
student body president, 1943 to 1944.
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Sophomore Service Society is a luncheon club com-
posed of twenty-five members of outstanding Sopho-
more girls chosen for their service to the college during
their Freshman year. Alpha Theta has had an.average
of five girls elected each year to this group established
in 1939.

Whes Who .

“Who's Who in American Universities and Col-
leges’ first listed Fresno State College in 1943. Since
that time, from an average of eleven women selected
from the entire upper division student body, three have
been Alpha Thetas each year. :

Alpha Theta has also had an outstanding number
of women belonging to the Freshman Women's Lunch- convention bound.
eon Club, Freshmen Women’s Social Activities Group,

Alpha Phi Gamma, a Journalism Fraternity, and Omicron Sigma Pi, a Home Economics Honorary
Group. Verta Ruble, a senior student is now the National Vice President of Omicron Sigma Pi.

/9 ué/ica tions .

The college has four major student publications. “‘The Collegian,” published twice weekly is
the official news publication. A handbook and directory appears soon after the fall semester opens
and contains general information about the college and an address list of faculty and students. The
college annual is known as the "Campus” and appears during the final month of the college
year. Members of Alpha Theta have been active in various campus publications throughout the
years. Lois lusk, senior student this year, edited the "Handbook,' writes for the *Collegian’ and a
special column for the local newspaper.

_/Qn j}é@ Jdrté .

Alpha Thetas have been well represented behind the footlights of the University Street Play-
house, Fresno State College drama department's little Theatre. Outstanding among the leading
ladies of the past several years have been Eleanor Johnson Faust, June Johansen Benck, loramae
Hockett McGee, Rosemary Johnson and Nona Vaughn. '

Prominent in the field of music are Genevieve Stewart Greelis a vocalist, Dene Ann Parker a
gifted cellist; and Joanne Bayrich, violinist now studying at Purdue University. Jane Venn headed
the Charm Chorus and Betty Lou Knapp George was one of FSC's better known Majorettes, appear-
ing with the college band.

Particularly talented in the field of Art in recent years are Eleanor Miller Young who became
Art Supervisor for the Stockton City Schools, Janice Poulsen Bell, Ann Cochran McFarland, and
Rosemary Johnson, an instructor at Fresno State College 1951-52.

\Sjocia/ gf*a Lernilies Sjoror'ified

Delta Sigma Phi Sigma Chi Alpha The’rd

Kappa Sigma Sigma Nu '6[3'5?3 é;ai:?
Kappa Delta Rho ' Sigma Pi Detta Kappa
Lambda Chi Alpha Phi Sigma Kappa Delta Sigma Epsilon

Phi Mu
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Theta Chi Sigma Sigma Sigma

Carolyn Palmer and Betty Ann Williams




The Exrly Yoars

jHE Alpha Theta Sorority was organized on the Fresno State College campus in 1921,
the first sorority to use the Greek letter name after official college permission was granted. Alpha
Theta is an outgrowth of the Atolanta Club which claims the distinction of being the first women’s
social club in the Fresno Junior College, the oldest Junior College in California and thought to be
the oldest in the nation. This club organized in 1917 and reorganized at Fresno State College in
1921 when the Junior College merged with the Normal School to become Fresno State Teachers
College.

Charter members included: Jeness Hudson, Helen Decker, Frances Erskine, Georgia Helcomb,
Laura Curran, Edith Frame, Ruth Nelson, Elsie Tanner, Dorothy Stricklin and Agnes Lehr.

Setting the pace that Alpha Theta was to follow throughout the college’s years of growth,
early members soon became active scholastically, in student government and social life. Jeness Hud-
son became the student body's first vice-president in 1921, and Beryl Bollinger was elected the first
president of the Associated Women Students.

The Alpha Theta alumnae assumed definite form in 1927 with Frances Ersklne as its first presi-
dent. Monthly meetings have been conducted throught the yeors. The active alumnae membership
averages fifty women each year.

A scholarship is awarded each year to an entering Freshman girl by the Alpha Theta alumnae.
A token scholarship award is made to the active Alpha Theta who has attained the highest academic
grade average during the year.

During the war years, Red Cross, USQ, and volunteer hospital work claimed the full attention
of the alumnae organization. A number of fund-raising projects have led to the establishment of
welfare programs benefiting handicapped children of Fresno.

A series of children’s fashion shows was responsible for establishing a dental care fund. Sales
of used articles collected by members and the sale of a child's playhouse, constructed, decorated
and furnished by members, made it possible to contribute a sum of $1,300 to the Sunshine School
for Cerebral Palsied children.

Fresno Pan-Hellenic meetings have had an Alpha Theta representative taking an active part in
affairs. Nona Mattei was model coordinator for a recent Pan-Hellenic sponsored fashion show and
Alpha Theta Alumnae shared in furnishing supplies for the children’s ward at the Fresno County
General Hospital.
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MRS. MARY JOHNSON BARTLETT, Chair.
man Women's Division 1950 Red Cross
. Fund Drive, Member of Service League.
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Genevieve Smith sends flood
message over teletype.




FRESNO STATE COLLEGE

FRESNO 4, CALIFGRNIA May 1, 1952

Mrs. Paul K. French, Grand President
Kappa Alpha Theta

Hinesburg Road, R. R. I.

Burlington, Verment

Miss Barbara Matthew, president of our local Alpha Theta sorority, has informed me that the
group plans to petition Rappa Alpha Theta for a chapter charter. OShe has further asked me
to favor the local sorority with a letter of recommendation to the Grand Council and chapters
of Kappa Alpha Theta, I am happy to comply with this regusst.

Fresno State College 13 an outgrowth of the first junior college in California, established
in Fresno in 1910, and a state normal school established the following year. These two
institutions - one providing gemeral and vocational training; the other preparation for
teaching - were directed by a single adninistration, As they grew, they were temporarily
separated but in 1921, with the expansion of the courses for teachers to four years with
authority to grant the A.B. degree, the two kinds of college services were agaln united.

In 1935, the official name was changed to Fresno State College, with authority to carry on
various lines of liberal arts college work leading to the bachelor's degree either with or
without including the courses required for a teaching credential.

In its rapid growth and development during recent years, the B.5. degree has been added, and
since 1950 the master's degree has been granted in eleven areas of study.

The Fresno State Collage campus is soon to be moved to a new and larger site northeast of its
present location. Several buildings are complete and under construction on the new campus.
When the building program is completed there will be approximately 25 entirely new buildings
on a 900 acra site. On the present college site there are nine buildings, and in addition
there is a 454 acre farm school located four miles east of the main campus.

The- present enrollment at Fresno State College is approximately 2700. Of this number there
are approximately 950 women students, one-third of whom live away from home, There are seven
sororities ana ten fraternities on the campus. Approximately 290 women students are sorority
members. :

Alpha Theta is one of the oldeat sororities on the campus, its founding date being 1921. I
believe that Alpha Theta has compiled a detailed outline of its history which will be avail-
able to you. Scholastically, Alpha Theta has maintained a high standing among the seven
sororities on our campus. During the spring and fall semesters of 1951, it held top ranking
position,

The members of Alpha Theta generally possess qualities of leadership and academic achievement.
Many have held positions of leadership in campus organizations and have assumed their
responsibilities with efficiency and grace, During the past four years the presldency

of the Assoclated Women Students has been held by a member of A}pha Theta.

In the event that Kappa Alpha Theta finds Alpha Thets worthy of being granted a charter,
the administration of Fresno State College would welcome such a decision and feel honored
to have a chapter of Kappe Alpha Theta on its campus.

Cordially yours,

I Llhbt7llfh
Evelyn H. Wright
Dean of Women




FRESNO STATE COLLEGE

FRESNQ 4, CALIFORNIA

April 30, 1952

To The Grand Councll And Chapters Of Kappa Alpha Thets,
Greetings:

To recommend that a local group be granted a chapter
of Kappa Alpha Theta 1is a responsibility that no member
of Kappa Alpha Theta can take lightly.

We must needs ask ourselves questions. Is this an

educational institution of recognized standing? Will the
administration welcome a chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta?
What about the callibre of the petitloning group-its scholar-
ship, its callbre of student, its appreclation of the ldeals
and standards of Kappa Alpha Theta? Will the area continue
to furnish students worthy of Kappa Alpha Theta?

All of these questions, I conslider are answered in a
strong affirmative. Alpha Theta has complied information
which shows the academic standing of Fresno State College,
the welcome the administration wlll accord our fraternlty,
the fine type of student represented by the Alpha Theta
petitioning group and the growth of the vast San Joaquin
Valley whilch will mean the continued influx of a filne
student population to Fresno State College.

In matters of scholarship, student body officers and
honors, Alpha Theta has maintained a definite priority
during the filve years I have been on the campus. The
group has had a fine sense of responsibility and soclal
sensitivity. During the past four years the presidency
of the Associated Women Students has been held by Alpha
Theta's and I have known each of them well. ‘

I believe that thoughtful perusal of the submitted
material will convince the reader that this ls a sirong
group worthy of becoming a chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta.

I recommend Alpha Theta unreservedly.

Loyally in Theta,
Ellen Boulton Herndon

Beta .Delta Chapter

Former Chairman, Advisory Eoard
of Beta Delta Chapter

Former State Chalrman-Arizona
Aseslstant Dean of Women-Fresno




FRESNO STATE COLLEGE

FRESNGD 4, CALIFORMNIA

January 16, 1953

To The Grand Council And Chapters Uf Kappa Alpha Theta,
Greetings:

I wish to recommend your careful consideratlion of
the Petition of the Alpha Theta Fraternity of Fresno
State College for membership as a campus chapter of
Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity.

I have been acquainted with the activities of the
Alpha Theta Fraternity for twenty-four years and find
they have been consistently the best, or one of the
best, fraternal groups on the campus. The Alpha
Thetas have always ranked high in scholarship, and
in addition have led the other fraternities in collsge
activities. Becauss 30 many of the Alpha Thetas have
been elected to high student body offices, I have had
the privilege of working with them on many student
govermment committees. I find that these girls are
sxceptional leaders and exemplify the type of girl who.
is a member of the fraternity.

Spea¥ing from a "man's point of view" the Alpha
Thetas have been exceedingly popular with the men fraternal
organizations on the carmpus. The fraternitlies always
appreclate and enjoy the socisl exchanges that are held
with the Alpha Thetas because of the friendly and hospitable
abtitude of the girls.

May I assure the RKappa Alpha Theta Fraternity that
the Administration of the Fresno State Uollege would
welcome the establishment of a chapter of your fraternlty
on the Fresno State College ¢ampus, It is with a high
sense of responsibility and honor that I recommend to you
the Petition of the Alpha Theta Fraternity.

Sincerely yours,

pltl 0 155

Harold J. Beatty
Dean Of Men




FRESNO STATE COLLEGE

FRESNO 4, CALIFORNIA

May 5, 1952

To Grand Councll And The Chapters Of Kappa Alphs Theta,
Greetingsli

As Chairman of the Women's Physical Education
Department of the Fresno Stste College from 1924 to
1928, and agaln from 19392 to the present time, and
as Dean of Women of six of the college's High Slerrs
Summer Sessions, I have known and worked closely with
the #lpha Theta group. During these- years, the group
has conslistently shown outstanding leadership In the
campus actlvitles and in worthy community projects.
Thelr record 1s an enviable one.

I should be véry happy to see a Theta Chapter at
Fresnoc “tate College, and 1 consider the Alpha Theta

actlive and alumnse groups well deserving of your
conslderation in this role.

Loyally yours in Theta

. <:§§iz:\ Ruth Dulaney Waterman,

Alpha Mu Chapter




Sigma Alphs Epsilon
Gulifersia Jotn Ghapter
m3n Footh Heox Fens Auee
Freunr, Gulifornin

Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity:

It has come to our attention that Alpha Theta,
a local sorority here at Fresno State, is peti-
tioning for membership in your organization.

We feel that in Fresno State you have chosen
an ideal site for a new chapter and an outstanding
sorority you will be proud to have represent you
here.

The Alpha Thetas are a well rounded, closely
knit group constantly active in campus activities
and ranking high in popularity among the students.
In addition to an outstanding collegiate chapter,
they have a very active alumnae.

They have consistently been one of the top
sororities since their founding and should cont-
inue to be so if the present quality of their
membership is maintained.

It is with much pleasure that we, of
California Iota chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon,
recommend the Alpha Thetas for membership in
Kappa Alpha Theta.

Sincerely,

Ronald DuBois
Eminent Correspondant




FRESNQ STATE COLLEGE

FAESNC 4, CALIFORNIA

April 25, 1952

To! Grand Council, Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity
From: Hubert FPhillipe, Professor ol Hlatory

Ret: The Alpha Theta Sorority, Fresno State College

For a perlod of fifteen years, prior te 1851, I
eerved zs Panhellenle Lawyer at Freeno State.

This meant that the name of every glrl bid to &
sorority went through my hands. OConseguently, I came
to know a great deal about the ideue and 1dsals of each
sorority, and the "type" of girl acurht by the varioue
sororlties.

Without playing favorites in anyway but due to a
varlety of circumatunces, I came to know two sororities,
and their officers, much better than the others. One of
thede was the Alpha Theta group.

The Alpha Theta's wers always careful of the glrls
glven blde and as a result always recelved a picked
group. They have consletently maintalned a good scholar-
ship standing and ao far as I can recall have never been
in any, even miner, difficulty with the college authorities.
I unreservedly recommend. them for your coneideration.

Sincerely,

Hubert Phillips,
Professor of Hiatory




KAPPA SIGMA FRATERNITY EPSILGN TAU CHAPTER

375 NORTH FULTON ; OF
FRESNO,CALIFORNIA - i FRESNC STATE COLLEGE

January 17, 1953

To The Chapters Of The Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity,

When writing of the Alpha Theta Sorority only the
highest words of pralise may be said. The young ladies
of this group represent the American ideal of womdnhood,
which accounts for their popularlty.

Their activity in school affairs should be brought
to your attention. Thelr members hold numerous class.
and student body offices, including secretary of the
student body. Theilr -active support may always be depended
upon for sueh activities as rallies, assemblies, and campus
charity drlves.

By far thelr most important attritute, however, 1ls
thelr high reputation. This asset should readlly combine
with your well established high standards. We feel that
such an amalgamation as 1ls proposed would be hlghly
beneficlal to you as well as to the Alpha Theta Borority.

Sincerely yours,

Dick EBloomer
President

The Kappa Sigma Snow Queen for
1953 1s our Jan McGrew.




FRESNO STATE COLLEGE

sOCIAL SCIENCE DIVISION FRESNO 4, CALIFORNIA

: SOCIOLDGT-ANTHROPOLDY
POLITICAL SCIENCE

© CRIMINOLOGY

EcONOMICR

HisTORY

Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity:

It has been called to my attention that one of the most prominent
sororities on this campus, Alpha Theta, is desirous of joining a

national sorority at this time; they have thus asked that I make

a few remarks concerning their local group to you.

While my connection with Fresno State is not formal (as I am on
leave from Columbia University), I have had the opportunity over
the past two years of observing the students and student groups on
this campus. In addition I have had numerous opportunities to dis-
cuss campus fraternities and social groups with faculty members and
thus learmn their opinions,

With this background I can succinetly state that the Alpha Theta
group has always been acclaimed as among the first three sororities
here, and by most it is considered the best., From the time that

it was founded some thirty years ago (as the first organized group

of its kind)} it has been a leader in campus activities, having had
more student body officers and leaders than any rival. This has

been achieved in addition to maintaining a consistently high scholas-
tic record; among such social groups (and living groups as well) it
has almost always stood either first or second,

Furthermore I have been informed by numerous men students that
they look upon the Alpha Theta group as "tops" on the campus, and
alumni have told me many times that when they attended the college
this group had the same rating in their judgment. Perhpas one of
the best judges is the faculty Panhellenic lawyer who formerly
handled all such matters, Professor Hubert Phillips, who rated the
Alpha Thetas as superior throughout the many years that he worked
with the groups.

It is encouraging to see that the larger and better-known national
sorority and fraternity groups are now "invading” the "smaller"
colleges; while these institutions are no longer small, it is of
interest to note that they are no longer "™normal™ schools either,
Over half the students at Fresno are liberal-arts, non-teaching
students (as is no doubt true of the other State colleges). Thus
they have become, gradually, proper places for the growth of the
national fraternity groups. It seems to me that this school would
benefit greatly from a chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta on campus.

And I can honestly say that from my observation the national group
could ask for no better qualifications than Alpha Theta can sincerely
present.

Very truly yours

Clocoi K Bty -

Robert W. Binkley, Jr., Ph.D.
Phi Kappa Psi; Phi Beta Kappa
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