10 Kappa Alpha Theta

SOME IMPRESSIONS OF THE NATIONAL
PANHELLENIC CONGRESS

The Natjonal Panhellenic congress held its fourteenth session at
the Claremont hotel in Berkeley, August 12 to 14. Each of the
eighteen women’'s fraternities were represented, L. Pearle Green
being our official delegate. -1 was there also, in a happy irresponsible
way, enjoying the sessions and the meeting with other fraternity
women, but blissfully ignorant of the fact that Miss Green was go-
ing to levy upon me later for a Journal article on my impressions.
These impressions, however, were many and strong, and so, in all
fear of our Editor, I am hereby aftempting to record a few of them.

My first impression of a Congress meeting .was not very flattering.
That eighteen women, sent as delegates by their respective frater-
nities and undoubtedly among the most representative members of
those fraternities, should be so handicapped in their powers and so
unable to take any decisive action seemed, to use our much harped
upon word of last summer, most inefficient. Of course one realizes
the necessity of having an unanimous vote of all fraternities on im-
portant questions but that requirement necessarily limits progress
sadly. It seemed to me, at first that we were really getting nowhere,
that these meetings were scarcely worth while. And, in fact, this
Congress has not much to report in the way of action. A very fine
codification of its former decisions had been prepared and was ac-
cepted. Other reports were read and approved and new committees
appointed, but the only other definite action that I recall was the
decision to meet biennially hereafter instead of anmually.

On second thought, however, 1 realized that the purpose of the
Congress was not necessarily to take decisive actions. Discussions
were numerous and valuable. Each person present learned better
how the-other fraternity women felt on some of the very problems
that were confronting her, and learned more of the various aspects
of those problems. She gained much, too, from the experiences. of
others in coping with them and went back to her own tasks better
fitted for them. The similarity of aim among these many fraternity
women who had asserabled from all sections of the country, was
certainly pronounced. The inspiration for one’s own work was
doubled, as one realized that each fraternity stood ready to help the
athers in the furthering of their common ideals. :
The biggest impression, however, that I brought away from the
fourteenth meeting of the Congress was due to the personnel of its
members;; among them were wives and mothers, social workers, teach-
_ ers, doctors; deans of women, lawyers, all women that one was glad to
‘know. That such women have the interest of their college frater-
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Ruth Haynes Carpenter, Grand President, University of Minne-
sota; Hope Davis, Grand Vice-president, Brown University;
L. Pearle Green, Grand Secretary, Stanford University; Sarah E.
Cotton, President District I, Indiana Unijversity; Arda XKnox,
President Indianapolis Alumne Association, Indiana University.

Alpha Chi chapter’s charter members are:

Mildred Obaver, Leila Bryan, Kathleen Brady, Laura Enders
Romburger, Tressa M. Moore, M. Edith Gamble, Anne E. McVicker,
Mary N. Howard, Eleanor Taylor, LaCegail Bone, Lena Sutton,
Gaile Williams, -Emma  Smith, Grace T, White, Nellie Earhart,
Josephine McCord, Alice Hupe, Mary Agnew, Agnes Phillips, Irma
Connell, Esther Evans, Philena Palmer, Helen Eldridge, Bernice
Duryea Nicol, Margaret Gamble, Idabelle Towsley, Lera Crane,
Gladys Craine, Lyla V. Marshall, Beatrice Fisher, Lucille Riley,
Aneta Beadle, Harriet Benjamin.

PHI LAMBDA PSI

In the fall of 1904 a few girls banded together under the name
Phi Lambda Psi and in two years proved themselves worthy of recog-
nition by the faculty. Each year the number was increased and the
union was strengthened in many ways. The members endeavored to
take part in all college activities, and promote good-fellowship, or,
in other words, a Purdue Spirit, to be in the real push and work of the
serious college life. In a purely social way, Phi Lambda Psi had
a high standing and she upheld her right to this social prominence
by her scholarship.

-An alumne chapter was organized in 1913, its purpose to strive to
maintain the bond of unity among the alumnz and to act as advisory
council to the active chapter and to cooperate with them in the inter-
est of the fraternity. In 1914-15 the total membership was 80 in-
cluding 32 alumna and 16 non-graduates. .

We had long been looking forward to membership in a national
fraternity and had worked with this ajm in view. Knowing that
Kappa Alpha Theta stood high in the fraternity world, she was our
goal. In January 1913 the active campaign for Theta began.
Now that the goal has been reached, we realize more than ever what
her standards mean. :

ArPHA Cmrs CHAPTER HOUsE
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As a local, we were known only to the little world about us but
in emerging from local to national, our sphere is broadened a hun-
dred fold and the aims and standards of the fraternity gives the
greater responsibility which strengthens those who are working in it.

There are even higher demands in the college life and attitude
upon the campus in order to fulfill and maintain the Theta stan-
dards and be known as such. As a part of the national fraternity
the choosing of those to follow means the selection of girls who will
maintain true Thetahood. Each member now fully realizes that this
new sisterhood is not alone for the four years of college, but.for

life. Philena Palmer, Alpha Chi

AS YOUR NEIGHBORS SEE YOU

We, of Alpha, are so proud to think our ‘littlest” baby is so near
her mother chapter and that our own district has been added to by
this Theta baby. She is so young and yet she has already made
her mother swell with pride. If all of you could have attended con-
vention this summer you would know why I say “already proud.”
Dear, little Philena Palmer, the Baby delegate, carried so much en-
thusiasm to convention and there, with a friendliness and warmth,
found a place for herself and her chapter in every girl's heart. A
tender baby, though it be strong, needs the kind wishes and loving
support of its older sisters and each and every chapter of Theta
opens its door to you of Alpha Chi. Your link in our chain means
much to us as well as to you. We are also strengthened by its ad-
dition. You, Alpha Chi, have begun your work for Theta with such
courage and enthusjasm that when we look into the future we always
see a flourishing chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta at Purdue university.

We believe in you, we love you and you will not fail us. We
of Alpha, extend to you a loving welcome in our sisterhood. Come!

join your link with ours. Lillian Hays, Alpha

I am a Beta chapter alumna, graduating a year ago, but in all my
fraternity life I have never felt more keenly my fraternity’s spirit than
at the installation of Alpha Chi chapter.

The best thing about the whole week-end was the continuous en-
thusiasm of all the Thetas there. There were active girls from all
of the Indiana chapters, alumne from even more, and then three
members of the Grand council. Such an assemblage is certain to
inspire our loyalty, but this gathering showed most vividly the
staunch friendship of Theta for Theta. There was a cheerful greet-
ing from every one, continual smiles, and faces that shone with sis-
terly love.
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The new Thetas, those that we were making into Alpha Chi chap-
ter, were as enthusiastic as we older ones. The splendid spirit which
they displayed predicted a well knit chapter life. The personnel
of the chapter appealed to me as particularly strong. They impressed
me as “all-round” women, the sort of which we can always feel
proud. As I went through the very impressive initiation conducted
by the Grand officers, I thought, “There is net a girl here whom I
would not be glad to initiate into my own chapter.” That is the

highest compliment I can pay.
My impressions can be but songs of praise for the ceremonies

seemed a splendid beginning.
Dorothy Thornburgh

Not to be telling tales out of school, but I recently received a letter
salutated, “Dear Visitor at Alpha Chi Installation—is that event
so far in the past that you have forgotten about it?” It is rather
far in the past considering the rapidity with which events follow one
another these busy days, but as for its being forgotten about—de-
cidédly no. Although a frequent visitor in Lafayette, I know none

. of the now Alpha Chis so my curiosity-in-a-pleasant-sense—or my
anxiety-—or whatever it was, was at high tide on my arrival, and
the pleasure my curiosity, or anxiety or whatever it was, received is
the reason my answer no is so decided. From the very first, at the
station where we were met, it didn’t seem that we were meeting very-
soon-to-be Thetas but Thetas right then in that town of Purdue—
and such a town it is~a town that is its university. And from what
I heard from friends not Thetas, our baby chapter—though with no
characteristics of such except age——is herself rather a prominent
personage in that university, and in a place so overwhelmingly mas-
culine such prominence is something of which we may be doubly
proud. Our baby is quality instead of quantity in her college. In-

deed T haven't forgotten Alpha Chi—oh, but it was her installation I

started out to talk about! Well it's Alpha Chi herself that's im-

portant anyway.

Not to be selfish at all, but we're glad she’s in our district.
Lorene Jeffries, Gamma

CONVENTION THROUGH OFFICIAL EYES

A few days ago 1 opened my mailbox and found a letter post-
marked Ithaca, New York. Doubtless all members of Kappa Alpha
Theta realize that Ithaca, New York, is just another name for
L. Pearle Green. I tore open the letter eager for a word from our
Grand secretary and editor, only to find a type-written page in which
she made an appeal for a contribution for the convention number of

the Journal.
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